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February 8, 2022 

Dear Speaker Gunn,   

Mississippians value family, hard work, and personal responsibility. We take care of ourselves, our 

families, and each other—no matter the cost. We know that when we protect each other, our 

communities and our economy are stronger.   

However, Mississippi’s poor healthcare coverage has put our neighbors at risk and weakened our 

economy. More than 100,000 Mississippians are self-employed or work in jobs that don’t provide health 

insurance and have no access to regular health care. Some of these residents hold multiple part-time 

jobs, but they still can’t afford healthcare coverage. No one should have to choose between paying for 

health care and paying for rent or groceries.   

Medicaid keeps rural hospitals open, creates job opportunities and helps our state become healthier 

and more prosperous. The Mississippi Hospital Association, faith and business leaders, health care 

providers, and many Mississippians support extending Medicaid to people who can’t afford health 

insurance.  

We are one of only 12 states that hasn’t expanded the Medicaid health insurance program.   

A common concern regarding Medicaid expansion is that we can’t afford it. The Mississippi state 

economist’s recent report refutes that claim. In fact, the report shows that state savings from Medicaid 

expansion will offset the costs to the state in at least the first ten years of expansion.   

Expanding healthcare access isn’t just good for the health of our residents, it’s also good for the 

economy. Expansion will create jobs and increase the state’s GDP each year. That increase will in turn 

add about $44 Million per year to the state general fund revenue.  

If we don’t expand Medicaid now, we hurt working people across the state and we leave money on the 

table. The federal government will cover 90% of the expansion costs and will bring an additional $600 

million to Mississippi—money that would otherwise go to other states. It’s time to bring Mississippi tax 

dollars back home to take care of our own.  

Fixing our health care system is something everyone can agree on. It’s time for our Legislature to create 

a Mississippi-based solution to the healthcare coverage crisis in our state. 

Care4Mississippi and the undersigned Mississippians strongly urge you to support legislation that will 

increase healthcare access and make Mississippi healthier and more prosperous:  

Rev. Dawn Flowers 

David Sellers  

Frank Lilley 

Rev. Bruce Case 

Mary Etta Carner 

Courtney Weiland  

Mandy Nichols 

Alan Branson 

Susan Taylor 

Mack Lowery 
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Melissa Lowery 

Erin Hicks 

Paige Swaim-Presley 

Zachary Branson 

Kenneth Coker 

Graham Carner 

Pamela Coker 

Charles Sherwood 

David Miller 

Heather Ivery 

Michael Williamson 

Jimmy (Buddy) Wagner 

Mary Jones 

Edward R Jones 

Pam Halbrook 

Lora Carmicle 

James Sclater 

Benji Dillard 

Charles Felder 

Major Treadway 

Susan Meadors 

Courtney Stamey 

John Gaudet 

Martha Hutson 

Sandra Barron 

Jennifer Atkins 

Michael Buehler 

Carol Punday 

Anita Barnes 

Megan Bean 

Vicki Schramm  

Anne Beard 

Scott Benton 

Dana Carbo-Bryant 

Kurt Bruckmeier 

Michael Artigues 

Brad Fortinberry  

Susan Babineaux 

Savannah Hamilton 

Benjamin Branson 

Pamela Butts 

Aaron Artigues 

Laura Robbins 

Ruthie Taylor 

Benny Taylor 

Perry Powell 

Krystle Carmical 

Tim Moore 

Kimberly Hughes 

Jessica Lilley 

Melissa Walters 

Beth Anderson  

Alexia Long 

Donna Yow 

Lori Luna  

Kris Shamblin 

Audrey Harrison 

Karen Stanley 

Dianne Ludt 

Patricia Butler 

Carol Cummings 

Amanda Koonlaba 

Heather Wood 

Vangela Wade 
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Beth Orlansky 

Ty Pinkins 

Theresa Kennedy 

Pauline Rogers 

Lynn Evans 

Robert Luckett 

Dr. Gwen Bouie-Haynes 

Melanie Kelly 

Jarvis Dortch 

Marion Barnwell 

Shonna Tillman 

Helen Boone 

Meagan Brown 

Rims Barber  

Judy Barber 

Chave Johnson  

Dominic DeLeo 

Elaine Talbott 

Kathryn Wiener 

Alisa Eldridge 

David Clark 

Edwin King 

Mattie Stevens 

Ellen Ford 

Gilbert Ford 

Kendra Shell  

Carrie Ford 

Carol Burnett 

Michael Forster 

Carol Evans 

Cleta Ellington 

Gerry Wilson 

Lauren Lang 

Donald Frederick  

Jan Taylor 

Patricia Davis 

Jona Keeton 

Linda Irby 

Karen Maltby 

Rims Barber 

Robert Lowery 

Oleta Fitzgerald 

Beejee Dickson 

Scott Crawford  

Douglas Spencer 

Sandra West 

Jeffrey Carron  

Karl Barber 

Kathy Woodliff 

Sherry McWhorter 

Candice Lasseigne 

Troy James  

Martha Hutson 

Julia Young 

Linda Lightsey Waller 

Patricia Johnson  

Linda West 

Nakeitra Burse 

Jackie Hawkins 

Santee Ezell 

Erica Thompson 

Irene German 

Mattie Clark 

Kathy Burk 
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Leo Stevens 

Celia Wood 

Janet Alexander  

Frank Wood 

Ouida Drinkwater 

Karen Bonner 

Peter Wood 

Katie McClendon 

Mary Jones 

Maria Filippi 

Chas Lamare 

Emily Lassiter Routh 

Jonathan Greer 

Jon Turner 

Sister Mary Walz 

Doris Austin 

Nanci Youngblood 

Barbara Mallinson 

Willie Tobias 

Margo Salone 

Harold Ivey 

Gilbert Aguirre 

Nicholas Dinep-Schneider 

Bonnie Gorman, RN 

Kathryn Irby 

Caroline Fisher 

Ellen Malone  

JoAnne Walls 

Maxine Jackson 

L. Allen Hill 

Norma Baker 

Sarah Wolfe 

Debra Guyton 

Antoinette van Kriedt 

Rosemary Ward 

Frankie Leverette  

Kathy Howard 

Donald Wood 

Benjamin Salk 

Sara Anderson 

Debra Kaufman 

Megan Bennett 

Peggy Hunt 

P.J. Hunt 

Alicia Netterville 

Brad Cook 

Nita Inman 

Tiffany Bensen 

Luca Bombelli 

Kaye Bryant 

Tanya Reynolds 

Jud Vop 

Roy Mitchell 

Deloris Lee  

Valeria Williams 

Darian Gibson  

Kyra Roby 

Abigail Meier 

C.C. 

Mary Jane Meadows 

Peter Sullivan  

Jon Turner 

Claude McCants 

Jacqueline Mitchell  
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Kathy Howard 

Robert McDuff 

Brad Cook 

Jimmie E. Bunch 

Kathryn Irby 

Luca Bombelli 

Rosalind Hayes 

Janell Trosclair 

Sara Anderson 

Tiffany Bensen 

Elizabeth Robinson  

Robert Stewart  

Nancy Dampier 

Daniel Jones 

Adele Crudden 

Caroline Fisher 

Donald Cole 

Anthony Mawson 

Linda Webster 

Sister Mary Walz 

Bernard Jones 

Barbara Hunter 

Doris Austin 

Tracy S. Troth 

Poteat Porter-Medley 

Charles Benvenutti 

Monica Northington 

Kimberly Fleming 

Lovie Weat 

Donald Cole  

Michael Artigues 

Christine Wilson 

Elise Smith 

Steve Smith 

JoAnne Walls 

Elise Pittman 

Shirley Gorden 

Gerri Cannon-Smith 

Tamara Taylor  

Jessica Simien 

Kyra Roby 

Robert Pugh 

Alexandra Melnick 

James Cox 

Mary Mitchell 

Laura Tarantino 

Janet Watson 

NaToya Sanders  

Ashley Harmon 

Ouida Parks 

Steven Gilbert 

LaShunda Rucker  

Ashley Conner 

Jakarla Jordan  

Melody Corbitt 

Louis Mapp Jr. 

Debbie Craig  

Alexander Ignatiev 

Cassie Montgomery  

Delories Williams 

Taurian Parks 

Delana Tavakol 

Diane Hargrove 

Linda McKinnon 
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Joey Sanders 

Jefforey Stafford 

Ashley Mclaughlin  

LaShay Miller 

Daryl Doise 

Alan Branson 

Sandor Feldman, MD 

Lasandra Bellamy 

Katherine Grist 

Leonia Houston 

LeKreshia Crump  

Chicarra Williamson 

Lakeia Kirksey 

Adrian James 

Fred Street 

Breniss Duffy 

Glenda Thomas 

Tracie Latimer 

Bessie Dobbs 

Beverly Davis 

Carol Burnett 

Kathy Herman 

Melissa Smith 

Kaneilia Williams-Kyles 

Kimberly Sampson 

Beverly Sue Willis 

Catherine Lee 

Anthony Robinson  

Fae Quince 

Mohammed K. 

Ethan Schneider 

Emily McInnis 

Margaret Schaff 

Cooper Word 

Mary Lee Reed 

Monique Brown 

Jennifer Wood 

Susan Carson 

Catherine Finney 

Paula Fava 

Bettye Bowman  

Joanne Burnett 

Kimberly Kraner  

Gabrielle Santa Cruze 

Amanda McCoy 

Ashley Omerza 

Karen Price 

Sherry Wright 

Matthew Campbell  

Dee Jones 

Jermaine Jackson 

Jaiki Shumpert 

Brandon Jones 

Gabriella Steele 

John Conner  

Kloe Lloyd 

Antuane Johnson  

Doris Austin 

Fae Quince  

Kimberly Johnson 

Millard OBaner 

James Riley 

Monica Crisp 

David Byrd 
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Ineatha Hayes 

Katie Love 

Nikita Whalen 

Valerie Van Patten  

Janet Schonewitz  

Jeffery Artis  

George Lestrade  

Kaye Brown 

Lea Campbell 

Shakethia Shaw 

Melissa Ellington  

Wayne Ellington  

Micheal Welch 

Tyrone Welch 

Charlie Marion 

Susan Pearson 

Keri Steube 

Lorna Reynolds 

Bruce Milbrath 

Callie Poole 

Christine Hayden  

Rebecca Hengen 

Regina Rhodes 

Pamela Freeman 

Donnis Yates  

Cynthia Davis  

Kayla Jennings 

Regan Dagg 

Lauren Bilbro 

Lawrence Wick 

Carolyn Johnson  

Kimberly Tullos  

Lisa Harrison 

Susan Wilder 

Kimberly Hall 

Bill Cook 

Mary Nordenberg  

Tim Ivey  

Debbie Ivey 

Hannah Ivey 

Sam Ivey 

Averil Necaise 

Leo Carney 

Mary Anne Poeschl, RSm 

Nicholaus Shaw 

Karen Evers 

Angela Bryan 

Shannon Chappelear  

Audrey Cahill 

Joan Santa Cruz 

Tammy Howell 

Treva Brown 

Arkadius Norvel  

Edna Norvel 

Eltorry Ficklin 

Melissa McDowell 

Joyce Breland 

Issac Tanksley 

Holly Beaugez 

Steve Waltman 

Courtney Young 

Jill Becker 

Jeffrey McDonald  

Vickie Rogers 
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Mary Lawson 

Linda Mulqueeny  

Marvin Hall 

Tekemia Latham 

Felicia Brown-Williams 

Shelia Robertson  

Mary Schow 

Katherine Starling 

Megan Arnold 

Sherry Milbrath  

Andrew Balius 

Karen Aderer 

Tracie Hutcheson 

Keina Tate 

Roger Mills 

Gaynell Peterson 

Mary Ann Doyle Dalgo  

Julie Celino 

Sam Celino Jr. 

Dustin Sarver 

Michael Haddon 

Alice Tisdale 

Robin Kollister  

Constance Roth 

Constance Espy 

Sharolyn Miller 

Monica Scott 

Reginald Russell 

LaToya Stewart 

Kimberly McDaniel 

Johnny Lampley 

Jamie Smitherman 

Jeffrey Smitherman  

Bianca Brooks  

W. Thomas 

Cora Burnside 

Brian Kuehndorf 

Barbara Brooks 

Diona Stevenson 

Valeria Williams 

Paheadra Robinson 

Steve Hill 

Sonja Wallace 

Connie Siggers-Parker 

Kimberly McNair  

Luressie Jones 

Melva Bridges  

Carey Varnado 

Audrey Cahill 

Kimberly Porter 

Julia Brown  

Sonja McCaskill 

Jamie Rasberry 

Leslie Fye 

Betty Press 

Albert Gorden 

Bulus LeFlore  

Nicole Robinson Young 

 

 


